
STRENSALL with TOWTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

The Village Hall, Northfields, Strensall, York YO325XW
e-mail:   clerk-strensallpc@btconnect.com              phone: 01904 491569

Chairman :  Mr A H Fisher
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 11TH December 2018 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall, Strensall
PRESENT  

Cllrs Fisher (Chair), Baxter, Bolton, Chapman, Dr Cox, Mrs Graham, Mattinson, Mrs Nunn, Ogilvy, Mrs Smith
and 0 members of the public 
1. APOLOGIES – 
were received from Parish Councillors Chambers, Mrs Hails and Maher along with CYC Ward Cllr Paul Doughty                                                                   
2.      DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - 
Strictly in accordance with the definition of the declaration, all members, as Council Tax payers, declared a personal interest in the finance committee subjects of the meeting.

3.       MINUTES -
The minutes of the previous meeting (13Nov18), the Council approved these and authorised the Chairman to sign them as a correct record and endorsed the planning committee minutes of 13 November 2018. It was noted that the planning committee meeting on 27 November 2018 was cancelled. Resolution 111218/01 

4.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - None
5.
MATTERS ARISING AND ONGOING ISSUES -
(a)
Police report – The November 2018 report was received and noted. Two PCSOs attended the meeting and Cllrs shared local knowledge with them. Once of the office windows of the village hall had been smashed, which would be repaired ASAP. The Parish Council sent good wishes for a speedy recovery to Insp. Lee Pointon.
(b)
Floral Displays – All the hanging baskets were now removed and the Christmas trees are now in place. There would be discussions about the future arrangements for Christmas trees at the next meeting.
(c)
Strensall Outreach – Cllr Mattison would draft/circulate an article for the next edition, on behalf of the Parish Council. 
(d)

Asset of Community Value applications – The Hurst Hall ACV was currently work in progress.
(e)
Flooding issues within parish – Foss Flood Prevention Scheme –  
Cllr Fisher had drafted a letter to CYC expressing disappointment by the lack of action and request a firm date for putting a camera under the level crossing
(f)

Defibrillators – The Ward Grant forms had been received by CYC
(g)
Casual Vacancy – The Parish Clerk reported that no expression of interest had been received.

(h)
VAS Sign – Cllr Mattison had drafted a further response to CYC and the Parish Council are awaiting response.
(i)
War Memorial – A quote from Burrows Davies Ltd for £1397.00, but the Parish Council were concerned about the “ThermaTec steam cleaning system”, so asked the Parish Clerk to query this. The Parish Clerk would contact the War Memorial Trust regarding grants.
6.
COMMITTEES -
(a)
Neighbourhood Planning – The Parish Council agreed expenditure of £600.00 for up to 100 copies of the pre-submission version.
(b)
Emergency Planning – There was a meeting planned for Fri14Dec18.

(c)
Cemetery – The Christmas notice had been displayed.
(d)
Finance – There had been a committee meeting on Tue27Nov18 and a draft expenditure budget was agreed. There was sufficient ring-fenced, ear-marked and general reserved, so the recommendation was for the precept to remain at £52,000.00. This was agreed by the Parish Council.
(e)
Playground – 










(i)
Committee meeting minutes – 11Jul18

These were approved and signed by the committee chairman.

(ii)
PSPO request @ Pasture Close Play Area

The wording of an email from CYC (20Jun18) is shown at the end of these minutes for future reference. It was noted that Strensall and Towthorpe has a PSPO for the purpose of an Alcohol Restriction Zone, which is valid until September 2020.


(iii)
Annual Inspections by ROSPA


Both Kirklands and Northfields reports were Low Risk with the exception of two Medium Risk issues on both. The Parish Council would monitor these issued and the Play Area Committee would keep a watching brief on them when conducting the quarterly inspections.


(iv)
Quarterly Inspections by Play Area Committee


These would be conducted using the forms issued by ROSPA Play Safety and the rota circulated was as follows:


December 2018

Cllr Mrs Graham


March 2019


Cllr Fisher


June 2019


Cllr Ogilvy


September 2019

Cllr Mrs Nunn


Cllr Chapman has agreed to assist this committee as and when needed.


The weekly inspections by Cllrs would continue as per rota previously circulated.


(v)
Play park fencing quotes


Park Lane Playgrounds – Bowtop with gates - £18750.00 plus VAT


Park Lane Playgroungs – Bowtop without gates - £16900.00 plus VAT


M Duck Services – Concrete posts/steel tube - £6900.00 no VAT


M Duck Services – Like for like - £3950.00 no VAT


The Parish Council discussed these at length and voted ad follows:


Like for Like, Proposed Cllr Bolton, Seconded Cllr Mattison, 5 votes in favour


Bow Top, Proposed Cllr Mrs Nunn, Seconded Cllr Mrs Smith, 4 votes in favour


Cllr Mrs Graham abstained from both votes


Like for Like was carried, so the Parish Clerk would ask for clarification on the quote from M Duck and obtain further quotes for bench-marking purposes.


(vi)
Surfacing options


Grass matting and play bark were discussed at length. Cllr Chapman had obtained a quote from Travis Perkins for 5 bags of play bark for £108.00 plus VAT per bag. It was agreed to purchase play bark and look into grass matting for the future, proposed: Cllr Bolton, seconded: Cllr Mattison, 9 votes in favour, 1 abstention.


(f)
Tree, Allotments and Open Spaces – 

(i)
Tree and hedge works – allotment boundaries

The Parish Council have been approached by a resident who’s property is uniquely close to the hedge, which results in a lack of spatial separation. Having attended a site meeting Cllrs Chapman and Fisher recommended that in the interests of good neighbourliness, the hedge is cut back to about 2m in height, as this does not contravene the Tree Policy. Quotes had been received as follows:


M Duck

£575.00 no VAT


T Preston

£500.00 no VAT


It was unanimously agreed to accept the quote from T Preston, proposed: Cllr Mrs Nunn, seconded: Cllr Mrs Smith

· The Parish Clerk reported that there were currently a vacancy on this committee, so volunteers were encouraged.
7.
NEW MATTERS -
(a)
Middlecroft Drive snicket – possible road safety barrier – It was unanimously agreed that Cllr Fisher would write to CYC to request this, proposed: Cllr Fisher, Seconded: Cllr Dr Cox
8.

FINANCE REPORT -
(a)
The invoices below were approved for payment: Resolution 111218/02
Rob Cartmell, Grass cutting etc open spaces


£706.00

Rob Cartmell, Grass cutting etc cemetery


£674.50
Marmax Recycled Products, Cemetery benches


£918.00
Prins Accountancy Services, Interim internal audit

£125.00

Stoneplan, filling salt bins





£366.00

Village Hall, CCTV cages (50%)




£80.05
Appletree Design Solutions, N.P. website hosting

£150.00


(b)
The payments below had been made electronically

Parish Clerk, Salary
, Standing order



£-

HMRC, PAYE, Bank transfer




£-
Yorkshire Water, Cemetery water, Direct debit


£10.61
          (c)    Income:

Cemetery 







£1400.00
HSBC
Interest






£13.04
Wreath Repayments






£17.00

(d)    Account Balances as at 30 November 2018:

Treasurers Account




          £36197.11

  
Cemetery Account
  




£12201.40

  
Contingency Account
+  £15,000 Bond
  
£62129.23 

 
Premium Account     
+  £10,000 Bond 

£18482.10                                 

(e)
To conduct Internal Control Checks – Cllrs Bolton and Mrs Smith checked the bank statements against the balances reported above and checked the invoices against all the payments listed in 8a and 8b.

(f)
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on Tuesday 02 April 2019



The Annual Parish Council Meeting will be held on Tuesday 14 May 2019


The local elections will be held on Thursday 02 May 2019, so Purdah starts 21 March 2019 and finishes at the APCM.
9.       CORRESPONDENCE - 
(a)
YLCA York Branch Meetings – Meetings would take place in Huntington Community Centre at 7.00 p.m. on Thursdays – 07Feb19, 06Jun19, 03Oct19
· Cllr Chapman reported that he had received a letter from Network Rail about tree and landscape works to be done along the railway line at Strensall. The Parish Clerk would scan and email the letter, so Cllrs had full details.
10.     NEXT MEETING - The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 08th January 2019 at 7.15pm  
There being no further business the meeting closed.
Signed…………………………………….  Chairman.  


08th January 2019
PSPOs are intended to deal with a particular nuisance or problem in a specific area, having a detrimental effect on the wider community.

Given that that the orders can restrict what people can do and how they behave in public spaces, its important that the restrictions imposed are focused on specific behaviours and are proportionate.  Therefore PSPOs are not suitable or effective in all circumstances. Local Government Association Guidance is clear that other more targeted options should be considered before a PSPO is pursued.

If the problem is associated with young people, we would instead recommend a graduated approach to enforcement, starting with: informal visits to parents followed by Acceptable Behaviour Contracts (NYP) and leading to Community Protection Warnings and then Notices (CYC) for further offences.   Both ABCs and CPNs require the individual to comply with certain conditions and therefore give the young person an opportunity to improve their behaviour and for agencies to work with that young person before a penalty is issued (in the case of the CPN). This approach also allows information to be shared with the Youth Offending Team and provides them with an early indication of any young people who may be referred to them at a later stage.  

Special consideration must be given when considering PSPOs targeting the behaviour of young people as set out by the LGA below: 

Young people in groups/playing games It is important that any Orders put in place do not inadvertently restrict everyday sociability in public spaces. Restrictions that are too broad or general in nature may, for instance, force young people into out-of-the-way spaces and put them at risk. It is useful to consider whether there are alternative spaces that they can use. The Home Office guidance notes that people living in temporary accommodation may not be able to stay in their accommodation during the day and may find themselves spending extended time in public spaces. It’s important to consider when putting in place any restrictions that public spaces are available for the use and enjoyment of a broad spectrum of the public, and that people of all ages are free to gather, talk or play games.  (Local Government Association) 
If a PSPO is breached the penalty is the issue of a Fixed Penalty Notice.  Clearly younger children would not be able to pay an FPN and we have a policy not to issue an FPN for a child aged 16 and under for a first offence.  In these circumstances a warning letter would first be sent to parents for the initial breach with an FPN only issued for a 2nd offence.  For young people of 18 and under it is usually the parent who pays the FPN.

In short, PSPOs are not the best option when trying to manage ASB associated with young people.  As set out above, both the police and the council have other powers that can be used in a far more targeted and proportionate way without impacting on those young people who may choose to congregate with friends without causing a nuisance and which is a natural part of growing up.

Managers within the Community Safety Hub (including myself) meet with the NYP Neighbourhood Policing Team Chief Inspector and Inspectors on a monthly basis to identify ASB hotspot areas across the city (using police and council data) and to agree tactics to address the specific problems in each area. 

In the meantime, you should continue to report incidents of anti-social behaviour via 101.  As I’m sure you understand, the police cannot always be on site when incidents are occurring.  They are therefore reliant on members of the public being prepared to give witness statements, either naming or providing descriptions of perpetrators and time/nature of the offences.


