
STRENSALL with TOWTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

The Village Hall, Northfields, Strensall, York YO325XW
e-mail:   clerk-strensallpc@btconnect.com              phone: 01904 491569

Chairman :  Mr A H Fisher
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 11TH September 2018 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall, Strensall
Richard Lever from The Environment Agency gave a presentation on York Flood Alleviation Scheme: Potential Flood Storage Area (7.00-7.30 p.m.)
PRESENT  

Cllrs Fisher (Chair), Bolton, Baxter, Chapman, Mrs Cox, Mrs Graham, Maher, Mattinson, Nunn, Ogilvy, Mrs Smith
and 1 member of the public 
1. APOLOGIES - were received from Parish Councillors Chambers and Mrs Hails                                                                    
The Chairman read a statement as follows: 

If a member fails throughout six consecutive months to attend any meetings of the council or of its committees of which he is a member, he ceases automatically to be a member of the council unless either he has a “statutory excuse” or his failure is due to a reason approved by the council before the end of the period. Local Government Act 1972, s85(1) and (2). The period begins with the last meeting attended.

Cllr Fleming last attended a meeting on 12 December 2017, but his apologies for absence for the meeting 13 March 2018 were accepted.

However, he has not attended a meeting or given apologies since, so has been persistently absent since 14 March 2018, therefore he ceases to be a member of Strensall with Towthorpe Parish Council on 13 September 2018.

The Parish Clerk will inform City of York Council that a Casual Vacancy has arisen.

2.      DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - None
3.       MINUTES 

The minutes of the previous meeting (14Aug18), the Council approved these and authorised the Chairman to sign them as a correct record and endorsed the planning committee minutes of 14 August 2018 Resolution 110918/01 

4.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
A resident of Lakeside Gardens raised the issue of the deteriorating state of the Brecks Lane Estate 
5.
MATTERS ARISING AND ONGOING ISSUES

(a)
Police report – The August 2018 report was received and it was again much more thorough and very welcome. 
 (b)
Floral Displays – Cllr Chapman reminded Cllrs of the reasons why the smaller tubs were ordered and it was agreed that the reasoning was still sound. It was unanimously approved that Cllr Mrs Nunn could order winter flowering pansies and compost. Cllrs were asked to assist with planting. Cllr Maher would remove hanging baskets where the flowers were dead and the Council would consider not providing baskets next year to those organisations, who did not look after them this year.
(c)
Strensall Outreach – Cllr Mrs Nunn would draft/circulate an article for the next edition, on behalf of the Parish Council. 
(d)

St Wilfreds Garrison Church – Cllr Fisher reported that there had been further delays, due to lack of clarity about ownership, between the diocese and the MOD.
(e)
Flooding issues within parish – Cllrs Bolton and Fisher would chase up City of York Council who promised to investigate possible blocked pipes along Lords Moor Lane.
(f)

Defibrillators – Cllr Mrs Smith would ask Londis if a defib could be sited there.
6.
COMMITTEES
(a)
Neighbourhood Planning – Cllr Fisher reported that all consultation responses were now with the consultant, who would judge if a habitat survey was required.
(b)
Emergency Planning – There is a meeting set for Wednesday 10 October 2018 when a “desk top exercise” will be conducted.

(c)
Cemetery – Cllr Mrs Nunn had contacted CYC to re-visit the agreement in principle for the use of the “tear-drop” grassed area as additional car parking. If agreement was given, the Parish Clerk would obtain some quotations.

(d)
Finance – The meeting on Tue28Aug18 was postpone and would now be held on Tue25Sep18.
(c)
Playground – The Parish Clerk had checked on the ROSPA website and the advise given was – “The British and European safety standard BS EN1176 and the Health and Safety Executive strongly recommend that all play areas have at least one inspection every year from an independent suitably qualified body such as RoSPA. Children's playgrounds should be inspected annually by an independent specialist to ensure the long term safety of the site, equipment and ancillary items. This will also meet legal and insurance responsibilities as well as complying with the requirements of EN1176 (the European Playground Standard). In order to provide an economical service for towns, small communities, schools, and commercial organisations, RoSPA will be undertaking inspections at reduced rates in different areas during set dates. Please note, these are unaccompanied visits. A written report is supplied covering site safety and condition, equipment, surfacing, and ancillary item safety and condition, and compliance with EN1176 where relevant. Recommendations for any remedial action required are given together with risk ratings for each item. The cost for Parish Councils is £66.50 + VAT. These costs are to inspect up to 5 items of play equipment. There is a fee of £3.50 plus VAT per extra item for each additional play item over 5. RoSPA inspections are acceptable for insurance purposes and professional indemnity insurance of £5,000,000 is carried. New playgrounds should be subject to a post-installation inspection on completion as part of any contract and the cost met by the installer.

RoSPA will issue a regular inspection checklist specific to your play area at the same time as your annual inspection for a cost of £30.00 plus VAT. Once produced this list should last until there are changes to your area. It covers all the points that you should be checking on a weekly basis as well as those that should be looked at in more depth on a monthly/quarterly basis. Working to this list will help to show that you are complying with your legal "duty of care".

It was agreed that RoSPA would be asked to conduct an annual check and issue a regular inspection check list for Cllrs to use whilst undertaking weekly inspections. All other inspections would be discontinued.
The report issued by Cllr Mrs Graham had been circulated around Cllrs and it was agreed that North Yorkshire Police should be informed and some information included in the Outreach article.
(e)
Tree, Allotments and Open Spaces – 

Hedges overhanging rights of way/highways – A standard letter had been drafted, which had already been sent to one resident regarding there overgrown hedge.

Community Involvement/Land previously owned by Hoggs – this was discussed at length, especially the Brecks Estate which was deteriorating rapidly. The Parish Council could not get involved due to liability, but is was agreed that the formation of a “Brecks Estate Action Group” should allow volunteers to assist with necessary maintenance works.
7.
NEW MATTERS
(a)
City of York Council, removal of VAS sign, York – The Parish Council strongly objects to the removal of this sign and asked the Parish Clerk to request the base data which was used to reach this decision from CYC. The option of moving the one from the other direction was discussed as a possible option, as purchasing one would financially prohibitive to the Parish Council.
(b)
Hurst Hall – proposed application for Asset of Community Value (ACV) It was unanimously agreed to proceed with this application.
(c)
Littlethorpe Close Play Area, proposed management/S106 allocation The Parish Council are reluctant to take over the management of this play area due to the historical problems which saw newly funded equipment having to be removed and sited elsewhere. The Parish Council asked if the area could be left as is and the funding used on other open area, some of which were in urgent need of maintenance.
 8.

FINANCE REPORT
(a)
The invoices below approved for payment: Resolution 110918/02
John Chapman, Petrol for strimmers



£6.46
John Chapman, Galvo plates for noticeboards


£36.00

Rob Cartmell, Grass cutting etc open spaces


£964.00

Rob Cartmell, Grass cutting etc cemetery


£453.00

(b)
The payments below were made electronically

Clerks Salary


Standing Order


£-

BT



Direct Debit



£148.69

O2



Direct Debit



£19.20


          (c)    Income:

Cemetery


Fees




£785.00

HSBC



Interest



£4.71

Allotments


Rent




£10.00

(d)    Account Balances as at 31 August 2018:

Treasurers Account




          £17926.21

  
Cemetery Account
  




£11318.72

  
Contingency Account
+  £15,000 Bond
  
£62081.49 

 
Premium Account     
+  £10,000 Bond 

£18459.68                                 

(e)
To conduct Internal Control Checks – Cllrs Maher and Mrs Smith checked the bank statements against the balances reported above.

(f)
Yorkshire Local Councils Association (YLCA)


It was approved to share the user name and password with members to allow access to the YLCA website and members were asked to note the guidelines for contacting the YLCA Advisory Service.
9.       CORRESPONDENCE – None
10.     NEXT MEETING - The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 09th October 2018 at 7.15pm  
There being no further business the meeting closed.
Signed…………………………………….  Chairman.  


09th October 2018

