
STRENSALL with TOWTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

The Village Hall, Northfields, Strensall, York YO325XW
e-mail:   clerk-strensallpc@btconnect.com              phone: 01904 491569

Chairman :  Mr A H Fisher
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 13TH November 2018 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall, Strensall
PRESENT  

Cllrs Fisher (Chair), Baxter, Bolton, Chapman, Dr Cox, Mrs Graham, Mrs Hails, Mattinson, Mrs Nunn, Ogilvy, Mrs Smith
and 0 members of the public 
1. APOLOGIES – 
were received from Parish Councillors Chambers & Maher and CYC Ward Cllr Paul Doughty                                                                   

2.      DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - 
NYP Report – Cllr Fisher, Request for branch removal – Cllr Nunn
3.       MINUTES -
The minutes of the previous meeting (09Oct18), the Council approved these and authorised the Chairman to sign them as a correct record and endorsed the planning committee minutes of 09 October 2018. It was noted that the planning committee meeting on 23 October 2018 was cancelled. Resolution 131118/01 

4.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION - None
5.
MATTERS ARISING AND ONGOING ISSUES -
(a)
Police report – The October 2018 report was received and again, it showed a significant increase in anti-social behaviour within in the parish. The Parish Council were continuing to  liaise with North Yorkshire Police.
 (b)
Floral Displays – Cllr Maher was continuing to remove hanging baskets, when flowers were dead. Cllr Maher was contacting businesses to check if they wanted a Christmas Tree and it was agreed the trees would again be bought from Browns at Haxby.
(c)
Strensall Outreach – Cllr Mrs Nunn would draft/circulate an article for the next edition, on behalf of the Parish Council. 
(d)

Asset of Community Value applications – Cllr Fisher reported that the St Wilfreds Garrison Church ACV application should hopefully be concluding soon and the Hurst Hall ACV was currently work in progress.
(e)
Flooding issues within parish – Foss Flood Prevention Scheme –  

- It was unanimously agreed that the Parish Council would write to CYC expressing disappointment by the lack of action and request a firm date for putting a camera under the level crossing

- Cllr Chapman reported that the golf club undertake leaf-blowing on the number one fairway towards the ditch, which could contribute to blocking the ditch. There is no positive gulley cleaning unless blockages are reporting.

- There was an article in the Autumn 2018 edition of “On The Foss” newsletter from the River Foss Society – “An emergency prevented – It was reported on Tuesday 02 October that the rising main carrying raw sewage from Cobbs Cottage Pumping Station, Strensall, to Walbutts Waste Water Treatment plant had burst. In places, this main runs within twelve metres of the Foss. Fortunately the leakage was spotted by a local resident who passed the information on to Strensall Parish Council. They contacted Yorkshire Water plc, who promptly shut off the pipeline and diverted the sewage to the holding tanks at Cobbs Cottage. They are utilising road tankers to transfer the sewage elsewhere. So far no contamination of the Foss has occurred, thanks to the prompt action of a Foss walker and Strensall PC”.

(f)

Defibrillators – Cllr Mrs Smith reported that she had submitted the ward grant application forms. It was unanimously agreed that she could place an order with Community Heartbeat Trust for a wall mounted defibrillator, but she must obtain written permission from Londis, for the siting of it.
(g)
Casual Vacancy – The Parish Clerk reported that no expression of interest had been received.

(h)
VAS Sign – The Parish Council was grateful to Ward Cllr Doughty for his support, as CYC were now seeking a legal view on the Parish Council’s suggestion.
6.
COMMITTEES -
(a)
Neighbourhood Planning – The minutes of the meeting on 30 October 2018 would be circulated to Cllrs tomorrow.
(b)
Emergency Planning – The draft plan was almost ready for circulation.

(c)
Cemetery – NTR
(d)
Finance – There was a meeting planned for 6.00 p.m. on Tue27Nov18.
(e)
Playground – 










(i)
Northfields Play Area – Boundary Fence


The Parish Clerk was asked to obtain quotes for replacing the fence like for like, replacing the fence with concrete posts, replacing the fence with bow topped powder-coated fencing.


(ii)
Play Area Surfacing –


This had become quite sparse in areas, so Cllr Chapman had obtained a quote from Travis Perkins for Play Park of £108.00 plus VAT per bulk bag. It was unanimously agreed to go with this rather than obtaining a further quote for grass matting
· There was a play area committee meeting planned for 7.30 p.m. on Thu29Nov18

(f)
Tree, Allotments and Open Spaces – 

Cllr Fisher gave an update on a tree at Oak Tree Close and an update on part of a hedge within the allotment boundary, both of which at this stage it was unanimously agreed no further action

Cllr Chapman reported that planning permission had been received for the tree works at Middlecroft Drive (18/01986/TPO) and Lewis Tree Surgery would speak to the planning officer about condition 4 Retaining wildlife monolith.
7.
NEW MATTERS -
(a)
Community Speed Watch Campaign – Cllr Fisher gave a summary of the history of progress made with 95 Alive. The Parish Council owns a speed gun and it was agreed to use it to gather data at key times, possibly early spring. Cllr Mattison would draft an article for the Outreach.
(b)
Grants to St Mary’s Church – The Parish Council unanimously agreed to pay £400.00 towards advertising the printing of the Outreach Magazine. The Parish Clerk was aware that the YLCA had advised previously that grants to churches was unlawful. However, in the November 2018 edition of Clerks & Councils Direct there was an article about Cemeteries and Closed Churchyards, which gave a legal opinion that was different. The Parish Clerk would contact YLCA, referencing this article and asking for clarification.
(c)
Damage to Humpy Bridge - The Parish Council discussed the recent damage to the bridge, which was thought to have been caused by agricultural vehicles, so it was agreed to contact CYC to request that concrete barriers to narrow the bridge, to only allow cars/small vans across. (10 Votes in favour, 1 vote against (Cllr Baxter)
(d)
Salt Bins – Cllr Mattinson had inspected all the salt bins within the parish to establish how much salt was in them. Cllr Nunn had spoken to Stoneplan and it was unanimously agreed to ask them to fill them all. The Parish Clerk was asked to obtain quotes for three more salt bins for Princess Road, Southfield Road and Wolburn Close.
 8.

FINANCE REPORT -
(a)
The invoices below were approved for payment: Resolution 131118/02
Rob Cartmell, Grass cutting etc open spaces


£839.00

Rob Cartmell, Grass cutting etc cemetery


£481.00
Came & Company, insurance




£1794.89
Appletree Design Solutions, website hosting


£125.00

ROSPA Play Safety, playground inspection sheets

£72.00

British Legion, wreaths





£75.00


(b)
The payments below had been made electronically

Parish Clerk, Salary
, Standing Order



£-

HMRC, PAYE, Bank Transfer




£-
Screwfix, Door Bell, Bank Transfer



£26.49
Tool Station, Screws, Bank Transfer



£6.98

Argos, Telephone, Bank Transfer




£24.99

City of York Council, Rent, Direct Debit



£20.52


O2, Mobile, Direct Debit





£19.20
          (c)    Income:

Cemetery 







£385.00

HSBC
Interest






£12.81
Woodland Course Repayment




£690.00

Walk Booklets






£12.50

Wreath Repayments






£17.00

SCYSA Rent







£10.00

(d)    Account Balances as at 31 October 2018:

Treasurers Account




          £40569.11

  
Cemetery Account
  




£11282.40

  
Contingency Account
+  £15,000 Bond
  
£62118.76 

 
Premium Account     
+  £10,000 Bond 

£18479.06                                 

(e)
To conduct Internal Control Checks – Cllr Mrs Smith checked the bank statements against the balances reported above and checked the invoices against all the payments listed in 8a and 8b.

9.       CORRESPONDENCE - 
(a)
Request to remove branch from Mountain Ash Tree to the rear of 56 Barley Rise – Cllr Nunn had written with full details and the Parish Council agreed to this request 

10 votes in favour, 1 vote against and 1 abstention (Cllr Chapman)

(b)
YLCA Subscription Fee 2019/2020 – The fees would be increasing by 3.4%.

10.     NEXT MEETING - The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 11th December 2018 at 7.15pm  
There being no further business the meeting closed.
Signed…………………………………….  Chairman.  


11th December 2018

