
STRENSALL with TOWTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

The Village Hall, Northfields, Strensall, York YO325XW
e-mail:   clerk-strensallpc@btconnect.com              phone: 01904 491569

Chairman :  Mr A H Fisher
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 12TH February 2019 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall, Strensall
PRESENT  

Cllrs Fisher (Chair), Bolton, Chambers, Chapman, Mrs Graham, Mrs Hails, Maher Mattinson, Mrs Nunn, Ogilvy, Mrs Smith
and 2 members of the public 
1. APOLOGIES – 
were received from Parish Councillors Baxter and Dr Cox along with CYC Ward Cllr Paul Doughty                                                                   

2.      DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - 
Strensall Carnival Grant Application - Cllrs Chambers, Mrs Nunn and Mrs Smith – Committee members
Financial assistance to the church - Cllrs Chambers, Mrs Nunn and Mrs Smith – church council members
Tree works at allotments – Cllr Chambers – manager/tenant/neighbour
3.       MINUTES -
The minutes of the previous meeting (08Jan19), the Council approved these and authorised the Chairman to sign them as a correct record and endorsed the planning committee minutes of 08th and 22nd January 2019. Resolution 120219/01 

4.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – 
Two members of the Carnival Committee gave a presentation on their plans for 2019 and gave more background to the grant application.
5.
MATTERS ARISING AND ONGOING ISSUES -
(a)
Police report – The Parish Council had received the January 2019 report and noted the increase of anti-social behaviour. Those on social media had read suggestions of local vigilante groups and this was a cause for concern. Cllr Smith had been in contact with North Yorkshire Police and had arranged an public meeting in March 2019.
(b)

Strensall Outreach – Cllr Nunn would draft an article including dog poo, antisocial behaviour and calling 101.
(c)
Casual Vacancy – Duncan Hill had expressed interest in re-joining the Parish Council and it was agreed that he would be co-opted.

(d)

VAS Sign – This would be part of the agenda for the Transport Executive Committee on 14 March 2019 and Cllr Mattison would apply to speak
(e)
Asset of Community Value application – Hurst Hall – This application had been submitted
(f)
War Memorial – Grant application – The Parish Clerk had submitted an application for listed building consent. The War Memorial Trust had rejected the pre-application request, which was disappointing, so the Parish Council would have to look at doing it themselves.
(g)
Defibrillator – Cllr Smith reported that the Ward Grant had been received, but she was struggling to obtain written permission for wall fixing from the garage. This would be chased up this week and if necessary other sites would be researched.
(h)
Flooding issues within parish – NTR
(i)
Christmas Trees – arrangements for future years – The Parish Clerk had contacted City of York Council to obtain a quote for an electrical supply to a secure location and Yorkshire Local Council Association for general advice on Parish Council providing Christmas trees.
6.
COMMITTEES -
(a)
Neighbourhood Planning – The consultation has been halted as CYC have advised that a habitat screening programme is required. The Parish Council would write to CYC expression concern at this late decision and ask them to fund this.
(b)
Emergency Planning – NTR

(c)
Cemetery – The Minutes of the meeting on Mon21Jan19 were approved.
(d)
Finance – NTR
(e)
Playground – 

The Minutes of the meeting on Sat26Jan19 were approved.

The Parish Clerk has contacted three local companies for quotes to replace the damaged table in Northfields Junior Play Area and the toddler swings in the Kirklands Play Area, in order to make an insurance claim.

Cllr Chapman was in the process of number all equipment, so it could be clearly identified on the asset register.
(f)
Tree, Allotments and Open Spaces – 

· 

The Minutes of the meeting on Sat19Feb19 were approved.

Additional tree work quotes:

· Poplar/Flaxton Road
Canopy Care Tree Services
£400.00 No VAT

Quote Accepted

Lewis Tree Contractors
£894.00 Plus VAT
· Oak/Allotments
Canopy Care Tree Services
£1450.00 No VAT




Lewis Tree Contractors
£1290.00 Plus VAT
Quote Accepted
· Replanting/Knapton Close

Lewis Tree Contractors had quoted £175.00 plus VAT for staking and £245.00 plus VAT for caging. It was agreed to accept the cage quote.

New fruit trees along York Road:


The Parish Council asked Cllrs Chapman and Nunn to view the site, as there was a concern about a main drain in the area. Quotes would need to be obtained.
Report on tree course attended by Duncan Hill
Cllrs Bolton, Chapman, Fisher and Smith had attended this meeting and found it of interest. If Duncan accept his co-option onto the Parish Council he would be required to join this committee before any works could commence. It was felt his expertise would be most beneficial in the wooded areas on Flaxton Road and Lords Moor Lane. The Parish Council would suggest he would be responsible for these areas, but must submit a work programme to the committee for approval.
Cllr Chapman reported that he had checked all works against the tree report and could confirm that all Year Two had been completed.
The Parish Clerk had contacted three companies to try and obtain a quote for Year Three works.
Squirrell damage to trees had been noted within the parish.
7.
NEW MATTERS – 
(a)
Strensall Carnival – Grant request towards cost of road traffic orders and closures


It was agreed to pay £1200.00 subject to the funding only been used for this cost.
(b)
Right of way crossing near Old Humpy – The Parish Council would write giving this as further evidence of the near for a barrier, to restrict heavy vehicles and reduce speed.

8.

FINANCE REPORT -
(a)
The invoices below were approved for payment: Resolution 120219/02
Rob Cartmell, Grass cutting etc open spaces


£619.00/£224.00


Lewis Tree Surgery, Tree works year two


£6744.00

Mike Duck Fencing, Play park fence



£3950.00

Canopy Care Trees, Allotment hedge works


£500.00

Flexibubble, NP Map design/print



£1890.00

Catapult films, NP booklet design




£1750.00

All Design & Print Ltd, NP printing



£646.00

River Foss Society, subscription




£28.00

Minster Engineering, Play area equipment numbering
£5.00

Screwfix, Play Area 
equipment numbering


£9.17
Commercial Signs, play area sign




£96.00

All print, NP printing





£60.00/£141.00
(b)
The payments below had been made electronically

Parish Clerk, Salary
, Standing order



£-


O2, Mobile phone






£18.22
          (c)    Income:

HSBC
Interest






£13.16
CYC, Double taxation





£7622.06
(d)    Account Balances as at 31 January 2019:

Treasurers Account




          £39639.84

  
Cemetery Account
  




£10102.27

  
Contingency Account
+  £15,000 Bond
  
£62175.74 

 
Premium Account     
+  £10,000 Bond 

£18505.68                                 

(e)
To conduct Internal Control Checks – Cllrs Maher and Mrs Smith checked the bank statements against the balances reported above and checked the invoices against all the payments listed in 8a and 8b.

(f)
Section 137 expenditure; limit for 2019-2020


The Minitry of Housing, Communities and Local Government has confirmed that the appropriate sum for parish councils for the purposes of section 137 (4)(a) of Local Government Act 1972 for 2019-2020 is £8.12

(g)
Financial assistance to the church


The Local Government Act 1894 contains a prohibition that a Parish Council must not execute any works or contribute towards the expense of any work where the property in question relates to affairs of the church of the property is held for a ecclesiastical charity. However, since then, other Acts have been implemented that permit local councils to make financial contributions to the church for specific purposes, for example Section 214 of the Local Government Act 1972, which enables a council to contribute towards the expenses of an open churchyard and Section 2015 that permits a council to maintain a closed churchyard.


Therefore, the Parish Council agreed that at the next Parish Council meeting they would consider the giving of a grant to St Marys Church towards the cost of maintaining the church yard.

(h) Lone Working Policy – the Parish Council had circulated a draft by email and this was adopted by the Parish Council
9.       CORRESPONDENCE - 
(a) Complaint about parking on the junction of The Sidings – 
(b) An email had

been received from a resident and on investigation it was found that in deed cars were parking from about 0830-1730. It was assumed the owners were catching buses into York for work. The Parish Clerk had responded “Thank you for your email. The Parish Council does not have powers to deal with this issue, but will try and find out who is able to assist. I will forward this email to City of York Council and North Yorkshire Police and when I have more information, I will forward this onto you”.
10.     NEXT MEETING - The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 12th March 2019 at 7.15pm  
There being no further business the meeting closed.
Signed…………………………………….  Chairman.  


12th February 2019

