
STRENSALL with TOWTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

The Village Hall, Northfields, Strensall, York YO325XW
e-mail:   clerk-strensallpc@btconnect.com              phone: 01904 491569

Chairman :  Mr A H Fisher
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 09TH April 2019 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall, Strensall
PRESENT  

Cllrs Fisher (Chair), Baxter, Bolton, Chambers, Chapman, Dr Cox, Mrs Graham, Hill, Maher, Mattinson, Mrs Nunn, Ogilvy and Mrs Smith
and 3 members of the public 
1. APOLOGIES – None
2.      DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - 
School Carparking - Cllrs Chambers – member of school governing body and Robert Wilkinson Trust board.
3.       MINUTES -
The minutes of the previous meeting (12Mar19), the Council approved these and authorised the Chairman to sign them as a correct record and endorsed the planning committee minutes of 12th and 26th March 2019. Resolution 090419/01 

4.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – 
A parishioner handed a letter to the Chairman wording as follows – 
“Further our recent conversation I have had an opportunity to consider the proposal you asked me about and would like to object to the proposed car park to the rear of my property. 
My reasons for this is that is that as long standing resident of Riverside Walk this land was always nominated to be an open public space for the use of the people of Strensall to enjoy and there is a lack of such areas especially in this part of Strensall.

You did state that you felt the land was not being used by anyone but I can assure you it is used by young people to play on during the summer months.

I have also spoken to my neighbours about this as we agreed and gained signatures from residents who also wish to object about the field’s development (attached)”.

A petition was handed to the Chairman entitled “Objection to the field development at the rear of Riverside Walk”, with the wording – “I the undersigned would like to object to the development of the field at the properties to the rear of Riverside Walk in Strensall and would like this remain an open public space for the enjoyment of the residence of Strensall”, which was signed by forty signatories.

5.
MATTERS ARISING AND ONGOING ISSUES -
(a)
Police report – The Parish Council felt the monthly report and the information within it was improving. 
(b)

Strensall Outreach – Cllr Nunn would draft an article for the next edition and circulate around Cllrs.
 (c)

VAS Sign – Cllr Mattison reported that CYC have decided that their criteria was incorrect, so the Parish Council request would be progressed. Cllrs reported that the VAS sign at Kirklands (towards York) had been recently removed. Cllr Chapman reported that the 7.5 tonne weight restriction sign at Oakham Grove had been driven over/flattened, so he had reported this to CYC Highways.
(d)
War Memorial – RM Contractors, from Haxby, who are an approved contractor for Stonehealth who manufacture a system known as DOFF, a low pressure, extra high temperature steam system which is approved by English Heritage for cleaning items such as the memorial, have quoted £950.00 + VAT. This is considerably cheaper than the original quote, so it was unanimously agreed to accept this quotation.
(e)
Defibrillator – Cllr Smith reported she was awaiting delivery. Cllrs noted there was now a defibrillator outside the dentist at Barley Rise.
(f)
Flooding issues within parish – NTR
(g)
Christmas Trees – arrangements for future years – still awaiting a response, so FH had chased this up with CYC
6.
COMMITTEES -
(a)
Neighbourhood Planning – The Chairman of the Steering Group had submitted a written report as follows -
Meeting with CoYC Officers

Members of the Steering Group met with Officers at City of York Council on 19th March where the details of the recent amendment to the Local Plan were explained to remove the two sites – ST35 and H59 – due to concerns, by Natural England, about increased visitor numbers to Strensall Common if the developments went ahead despite previous agreement between CoYC and NE that the amendments to the May 2018 submitted plan addressed the initial concerns. 

The Group had been advised at a meeting in August 2018 that a visitor survey at Strensall Common was to take place and it was the findings of this survey that prompted NE to refer to the Habitat Regulations published in May 2018 which made the plan unsound as anticipated increase in visitor numbers by 24% were estimated which was not acceptable.

The Neighbourhood Plan would not be in compliance if changes are not now made.

It is understood that the MoD are likely to appeal against the CoYC decision but within days of CoYC announcement of withdrawing the sites the Defence Secretary announced that the closure date would now be 2024.

Officers also reported to the Group that CoYC had decided not to compile either the Strategic Environment Assessment or the Habitats Regulations Assessments but would assist organisations compiling Neighbourhood Plans in this respect. It is normal for local authorities to carry out this work and this had not been made clear, by CoYC, until after the arrangements for the March Consultation of the NP had been made and documents printed.

Additional Costs due to revised situation.

The PC has already agreed to fund the compilation of the two assessments, by Directions Planning, to submit to CoYC for them to study to determine whether the NP would have to be screened against these assessments and this is progressing.

Conversations with the printer and the consultant has produced the following information:-

The printed version of the Neighbourhood Plan will require to be amended and CoYC Officers have provided suitable wording. There are 16 pages affected and will have to be replaced. After speaking to the printer there are two alternatives – 1. Reprint the affected pages and request the printer to remove the book binding. The group to replace these pages and return the copies to the printer to be rebound. 2. Do a full reprint at a discounted rate by the printer – less copies could be required to save unnecessary expenditure.

The map insert will need to be reprinted.

The Outreach leaflets will require to be reprinted.

Although a firm quote was not provided by the printer it is estimated that these would be in the region of £500 - £700.

The two assessments will require to be printed to accompany the plan when the consultation is re-arranged.

It is hoped that, subject to CoYC agreeing the assessment documents, that the consultation could go ahead in mid-June 2018.

The Group request that the PC give initial approval for the expenditure above to prevent delay seeking Parish Council approval when quotes for these additional costs are known.

The Parish Council unanimously agreed the cost of printing.
(b)
Emergency Planning – NTR

(c)
Cemetery – NTR
(d)
Finance – There was a meeting on Tue26Mar19 and the minutes will be circulated shortly.
(e)
Playground – 
(i) Suggestions/Quotations for permanent surfacing @ Northfields Senior Play Area

Image Play Grounds had quoted £11000 for installing rubber bonded mulch. Park Lane Services had quoted £6870.00 for installing grass mat safety surface, as they felt it was too wet for wet pour. Play Scheme had declined to quote. The Parish Clerk has tried unsuccessfully to obtain other quotes. The Parish Council decided to defer this matter until more quotes were received.
(f)
Tree, Allotments and Open Spaces – 
(i) Year Three Quotations – Cllr Hill would oversee the Year Three tree works and Cllr Chapman would oversee the other works recently quoted for.
7.
NEW MATTERS – 
(a)
Public Open Space of West Pit Lane – Possible change of use to car park to lease/rent to school 


This was proposed as a possible solution to the parking issued along West Pit Lane, but due to the letter/petition the Parish Council unanimously agreed to take no further action.
(b)
Daffodill bulbs – Purchase some more to improve the village displays
The Parish Council unanimously agreed to purchase £50.00 worth of bulbs, which Cllr Hill would plant. The Parish Council would like to thank Mike Duck for taking good care of the bulbs whilst erecting the fence around the play park.
(c)
Annual Parish Meeting (Tue02Apr19) - Report
The minutes had been circulated around Cllrs and Cllr Fisher gave a summary to the meeting.
8.

FINANCE REPORT -
(a)
The invoices below were approved for payment: Resolution 090419/02
Cartmell’s Gardens, Grass cutting etc open spaces

£681.00/£306.00
Strensall & Towthorpe Village Hall, Room hire


£368.00
Amazon, Play area sign





£20.88

(b)
The payments below had been made electronically

Parish Clerk, Salary
, Standing order



£-

Yorkshire Water, Cemetery rates, Direct debit


£11.25
          (c)    Income:

HSBC
Interest






£62.57
(d)    Account Balances as at 31 March 2019:

Treasurers Account




          £19024.09

  
Cemetery Account
  




£10667.02

  
Contingency Account
+  £15,000 Bond
  
£62225.73 

 
Premium Account     
+  £10,000 Bond 

£18531.59                               

(e)
To conduct Internal Control Checks – Cllrs Maher and Mrs Smith checked the bank statements against the balances reported above and checked the invoices against all the payments listed in 8a and 8b.

(f) 
It was unanimously agreed to pay the membership to YLCA at a cost of £875.00 for the period 01Apr19-31Mar20.
9.       CORRESPONDENCE - 
(a) SCYSA– Cllr Nunn attended the AGM on 08Apr19 and reported as follows:
“I attended the AGM which was the most positive I had ever been to. All the groups appeared to be pulling in the same direction for the first time and it was good to see that the Club is bigger and better than before. Funding is a major issue and they really need someone who can focus on fundraising and securing grants. The surface of the existing MUGA is in need of replacement and the small MUGA will be done at the same time, although they were finding it difficult to find a firm prepared to do the work.
Providing a website was discussed and I advised of the ones provided to the PC and NP and suggested they consider Appletree Designs.

I also suggested that they used Outreach to make people in the village aware of what facilities they had for members and for hire. It was agreed that they would look into putting together an A5 insert and having an open day as the tennis club had just done and this had been successful.

They wanted to know how long their lease is for applications for grants and also when Sport England provided the grant for the clubhouse etc. I was very glad I had recreated the lever arch file to enable me to locate the information immediately and I would be most grateful if this could be retained in this way in readiness for next year.

There was some damage to the road by the entrance on the site and I agreed to look at this and see if I would persuade Highways to do some repairs”.

(b) Parking on pavements and grass verges – A resident had written
regarding an issue with vehicles parking on footpaths and verges along Moor Lane. The Parish Council could use the notices as previously used, but would also invoice City of York Council and North Yorkshire Police.
10.     NEXT MEETING - The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 14th May 2019 at 7.15pm  
There being no further business, the Chairman thanked the Cllrs as this was the last meeting before the local elections and the meeting closed.
Signed…………………………………….  Chairman.  


14th May 2019

