
STRENSALL with TOWTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

The Village Hall, Northfields, Strensall, York YO325XW
e-mail:   strensalltowthorpePC@outlook.com              phone: 01904 491569

Chairman :  Mr A H Fisher
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL held on Tuesday 14TH May 2019 at 7.00pm at the Village Hall, Strensall
PRESENT  

Cllrs Fisher (Chair), Baxter, Bolton, Chambers, Dr Cox, Hill, Maher, Mattinson, Mrs Nunn, Ogilvy 

and 5 members of the public 
The Parish Council congratulated City of York Ward Councillors Paul Doughty and Tony Fisher following their recent election.
1. APOLOGIES – Parish Councillors John Chapman and Judy Smith
2.      DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST  - Kidz Klub - Cllrs Chambers
3.       MINUTES -
The minutes of the previous meeting (09Apr19), the Council approved these and authorised the Chairman to sign them as a correct record and endorsed the planning committee minutes of 09th and 23rd March 2019. Resolution 140519/01 

4.  
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – 
Kidz Klub – Three representatives gave a verbal summary of their activites and future plans.
A resident gave a verbal report on issues with the Dial-A-Ride service accessing St Marys Close.

5.  
ORDINARY VACANCIES – 

City of York Parish Council had written on 04Apr19, to declare that twelve persons had been elected as Parish Councillors without a contest and attached a statement confirming their details.
The Parish Council had fourteen seats, so there are two ordinary vacancies, which could be filled immediately by co-option.
These vacancies would be advertised on the notice-boards, website and Strensall Community Facebook Page.
5.
MATTERS ARISING AND ONGOING ISSUES -
(a)
Police report – The Parish Council noted that the report for the first time acknowledged drug-dealing within the parish.
(b)

Strensall Outreach – Cllr Nunn had circulated and submitted a draft for the next edition. Cllrs were ask to submit items for inclusion in future editions.
 (c)

VAS Sign – The Parish Council had heard nothing, so the City of York Ward Councillors would chase this up.
(d)
War Memorial – this had been cleaned and the Parish Council were delighted with the work done.
(e)
Defibrillator – The Parish Council would await a progress report from Cllr Smith. The possibility of the third defib at the village hall was discussed briefly.
(f)
Flooding issues within parish – The Parish Council had heard nothing, so the City of York Ward Councillors would chase this up.
(g)
Christmas Trees – arrangements for future years – Derek Grant at City of York Council was happy to quote for an electrical supply, but requested a site meeting at a small number of possible sites. Cllr Fisher would attend a site meeting to view sites as follows – York Road on left driving from York, Westend near noticeboard, outside the village hall, Strensall Road opposite the Six Bells.
(h)
Hanging Baskets – Cllr Maher reported that 12/13 were on the list, so he would now visit the businesses to check they wanted one and would be prepared to look after it. He would deliver the baskets to Brown, who would return them full late May/ early June.

The Parish Council agreed to move the hayrack from the veterinary surgery to the library.
6.
COMMITTEES -
(a)
Neighbourhood Planning – The Chairman of the Steering Group had submitted a written report as follows – At the meeting on 23Apr19 the group elected to re-use the printed versions of the pre-submission plan. Amended pages, caused by the decision by CoYC to remove the two Queen Elizabeth Barracks sites from the Local Plan, are being prepared and I have spoken to the printer who has quoted an amount of £265  but there may be a small increase due to  an extra page which has since been identified. As the layout of these pages were done by me, but in order to make the whole document the same standard I have asked Mark Currie at Catapult Films to quote for this and his quote is between £250 and £300. 

The leaflets originally prepared for the March April consultation as inserts to the Outreach will require to be reprinted at a likely cost of c£200.

The Parish Council unanimously agreed the cost of printing.
(b)
Emergency Planning – Nothing to report

(c)
Cemetery – The Parish Clerk was asked to write to the family asking them to remove the gnomes from the cremated remains section of the burial ground.
(d)
Finance – Nothing to report
(e)
Playground – A new inspection rota had been circulated around Cllrs
(f)
Tree, Allotments and Open Spaces – 
Cllr Hill reported that all Year Three works had been done. 
An additional tree was found to be damaged, so was felled.

Another tree, affected by fungus would be felled by Cllrs Bolton and Hill
There was a concern about the number of stacks in the wooded area, as these could be vulnerable to arson attack, which would result in serious damage to the trees. This would be discussed at a committee meeting.
7.
NEW MATTERS – 
(a)
Additional trees on York Road – Cllr Nunn asked if some flowering cherry trees could be planted along York Road. A number of Cllrs remembered that this had been requested a few years ago and there were concerns about roots affecting services lines below ground. The Parish Clerk would write to City of York Council, who own the land, to ask again.
(b)
Dial-A-Ride vehicle access to St Mary’s Close – The resident who spoke in the Public Session had visited the Parish Council office, to hand-deliver a letter, which was circulated around Parish Councillors. The Parish Council discussed the letter agreed the following:

- Cllr Fisher had spoke to Dial-A-Ride, who agreed they would endeavour to pick up from a persons property, but if for any reason this was not possible, pick up would be for as close as they were able. No further action by the Parish Council


- The Parish Clerk was asked to write to City of York Council to ask them for their opinion of what, if anything, could be done to alleviate the narrow and often congested road system around Church Lane/St Mary’s Close. Is it possible to modify the large kerbed area?

- It was understood that a Parish Councillors was present when the particular incident occurred, but they were there as a private resident and not on behalf of the Parish Council. No further action by the Parish Council.

(c)
Southfields Road – dog fouling on grassed area – A resident had written and the letter was circulated around Parish Councillors. Cllr Chapman had visited the area and fixed a couple of signs, but he only observed areas affected by dog urine. The area is owned by Yorkshire Housing, so the Parish Clerk was asked to write to them asking them to monitor the area.
(d)
Kidz Klub – Grant Application – The Parish Council unanimously agreed a grant of £1000.00, with a caveat that should the club fold, the amount would be repaid, pro-rata.

(e)
Community Litter Pick – This would be on Sunday 16 June 2019 @ 1000 hrs. This event would be advertised on the notice-boards, website and Strensall Community Facebook Page.

(f)
City of York – application to record various public rights of way

This is an application to record various public rights of way across the land between the river and Westpit Lane, Strensall was made by parishioner. City of York Council advise “At the moment the application is not complete because, as far as we know, no notices have been served on the owners of the land affected by the application”. City of York Council advise further “If the parish council wanted to “take over” the application, this is perfectly possible. A letter from the resident saying he is passing the application to the parish council and a letter from the parish council accepting responsibility for the application is all that would be required”. Cllr Nunn counselled against taking it over, as it was a large task and would take many years. The Parish Council agreed that Cllr Fisher would speak to the resident to find out where he was with the application.
8.

FINANCE REPORT -
(a)
The invoices below were approved for payment: Resolution 140519/02
Cartmell’s Gardens, Grass cutting etc open spaces

£771.00/£422.00
Directions Planning Consultancy, Neighbourhood Plan
£10672.96
Townscape Products, Planters




£1276.49
Parish Clerk, Ewallet subscription



£32.22

Timpson, Key cutting





£10.00

Appletree Design Solutions, Website licenses


£130.00

RM Contractors, War memorial cleaning



£1140.00

Lewis Tree Surgery, Year 3 works




£1036.00

(b)
The payments below had been made electronically

Parish Clerk, Salary
, Standing order




£-

City of York Council, Cemetery Waste, Direct debit


£20.52
City of York Council, Annual Rent/Durlston Drive, Direct Debit
£10.00
O2, Mobile, Direct Debit






£19.68
          (c)    Income:

Cemetery







£710.00

HSBC
Interest






£13.07
(d)    Account Balances as at 30 April 2019:

Treasurers Account




          £17289.49

  
Cemetery Account
  




£11050.50

  
Contingency Account
+  £15,000 Bond
  
£62235.86 

 
Premium Account     
+  £10,000 Bond 

£18534.53                               

(e)
Insurance issues



The Chairman read out a statement “Pursuant to section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 the council are asked to resolve that, because of the sensitive nature of the business to be transacted under agenda item 9e that the public and members of the press would be asked to leave the meeting during the consideration of this item.


The Parish Clerk advises that any decision to consider a matter in closed session was a very rare occurrence and one that the Parish Council should only make if publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted or for any other special circumstances.


The Parish Council unanimously agreed this action.


(f)
To conduct Internal Control Checks – Cllrs Maher and Mrs Nunn checked the bank statements against the balances reported above and checked the invoices against all the payments listed in 8a and 8b.
9.       CORRESPONDENCE - 
(a) City of York Council – confirmation of modification order 2014 –    

This was to advise that the order, to divert public footpath, Strensall No 4, was confirmed (made operative) on 15 March 2019. The works required by the order were certified as being complete on 20 March 2019. The effect of this is to change the legal record of public rights of way (Definitive map and Statement).
10.     NEXT MEETING - The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday 11th June 2019 at 7.15pm  
There being no further business, the meeting closed.
Signed…………………………………….  Chairman.  


11th June 2019

