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The Village Hall, Northfields, Strensall, York YO325XW
e-mail: strensalltowthorpePC@outlook.com
phone: 01904 491569
Chairman : Mr A H Fisher


MINUTES OF AN PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD IN THE VILLAGE HALL ON TUESDAY 09th APRIL 2024 AT 7.15 PM
Councillors Present:	Andrew Bolton		Chris Chambers 	          	          Tony Fisher1 		Graham Green 		 Lawrence Mattinson	Susan Nunn			      Daniel Pillai 				                     
In Attendance:		Fiona Hill – Parish Clerk
				
Public Present:		0 
1 City of York Councillor

24/107 a) To receive apologies for absence given in advance of the meeting:  None			b) To consider the approval of reasons given for absence: N/A

24/108 To discuss the ordinary and casual vacancies: NTR			

24/109 To receive any declarations of interest under the Parish Council Code of Conduct or 
Members register of interests: 							            
Ditch along Lords Moor Lane – Cllr Bolton – affected property
Allotment Snicket - Cllr Chambers – along with his wife owns and are responsible for two thirds of it 
North Yorkshire Police Report – Cllr Fisher – affected by an incident

24/110 a) To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting of 12th March 2024:
[bookmark: _Hlk137636820]Resolved / Approved (Unanimous)
b) To endorse the approved Planning Committee minutes of 12th and 26th March 2024: 
Resolved / Endorsed (Unanimous)

24/111 Public participation on any subject relating to the agenda: 					Allotment Snicket – Cllr Chambers had received an email regarding the muddy state of the 	allotment snicket. From the allotment, the first third of the snicket is owned by the Parish  
Council and the remaining two thirded is owned by the owners of 11 Netherfields.	
The Parish Council would obtain advice and quotes for solutions to deal with this and write to the resident with an update.	                      
24/112	To receive matters raised by/with City of York Ward Councillors: 			    
Cllr Fisher gave any update on recent road surface improvement works. He was speaking with CYC about faded yellow lines through the village.
24/113	To discuss and, if necessary, agree action on matters arising/ongoing issues:
a) North Yorkshire Police monthly reports – Received report noted and Cllrs were concerned about the increase in incidents.
b) York Road Garden 	- NTR					          

  	c) Allotment Fence – Cllr Fisher had not yet spoken to the resident
d) - Network Rail - Construction of two-platform railway station including footbridge, lift towers, staircases, car park, bus turning circle, cycle parking, new foot/cycle path to west of railway and Towthorpe Road and associated works @ Land Adjacent Rail Line At Towthorpe Road (24/00325/FULM) 

	Grass-Cutting – the contractor had emailed as follows “Just to let you know we have cut the grass today. It is wet and doesn’t look great, however the cut will be beneficial and will help it dry out. If we had left it any later then it would go yellow at the root and be too long. What we have done is the lesser of two evils…I hope you understand”. 
24/114	To discuss and, if necessary, agree action on matters arising/ongoing issues:	             
	
a) Ditch along Lords Moor Lane:

In response to an email from the Parish Council asking if the ditch along Lords Moor Lane could be dug out and the drains cleared, Brian Hebditch had emailed as follows – “I am not sure which length of Lords Moor Lane you refer to but I have inspected from the Railway Crossing to Golf Club together with Golf Club to CYC boundary towards Flaxton.
As you may be aware the land at both sides of Lords Moor Lane from Railway Crossing to Golf Club is on a 99 year lease to Strensall with Towthorpe PC and although CYC have carried out permissive work in the past maintenance of ditches is viewed as your responsibility or riparian owners where the boundary deviates. Some leaf and silt debris was present but the ditch had little standing water on 27/02/24.
I recall the issue of ditch responsibility from the Railway Crossing to Golf Club length has been ongoing since the CYC boundary changes in 1996 and possibly previously in RDC and FRDC times.
It would appear FRDC laid a parallel pipe along the Eastern ditch to carry mainly road drainage to probably overcome maintenance issues with the ditch. CYC have repaired this pipe as Highway Authority in the last 15 years.
The ditch length of Lords Moor Lane from Golf Club to CYC boundary is all riparian responsibly some of which include The MOD, Golf Club and Yorkshire Wildlife Trust.
In conclusion, although CYC could carry out some limited ditch cleaning works in Lords Moor Lane under Land Drainage Permissive Powers there is currently no funding available unless an external source is forthcoming”.
		The Parish Council will obtain quotes for this work for discussion at the next meeting.

b) Community Notice, West End:

The Parish Council will obtain quotes for a replacement discussion at the next meeting.

24/115	To discuss and, if necessary, agree action, on any correspondence received: None   
24/116	To discuss matters raised by/with Parish Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer (RFO):  
a) Bank reconciliation, income received, payments made to date:	
[image: ]
b) Internal Controls Checks:									   	This was conducted by Cllr Fisher and everything found to be in order.	                       	  
c) Yorkshire Local Councils Association:						             Information provided was circulated around Cllrs.	
d) Payments Approval – None							        
	e) Monthly Report from Parish Office
		GDPR Data Audit – Annual review conducted, and no amendments were necessary.
Planters – The Strensall Community Events Team have volunteered to help plant out.
Meeting Notices – Yorkshire Local Councils Association has reminded Parish Clerks that whilst the agenda must be sent to Parish Councillors to summon them to a meeting, but should not be used as a notice informing the public of a meeting. Notices must show the date, time and venue of meetings and good practice would be to include contact details where an agenda could be obtained.
Grants to churches – Below is the recent legal briefing, which covers financial assistance to the church which is no longer prohibited.
24/117	To confirm the date of the next meeting as Tuesday 14th May 2024 at 7.15 p.m.: Resolved / Approved (Unanimous) 	
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Approved ………………………………………………   Chairman                        Date.........................................    
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Premium 

Contingency

Treasurers

Contingency

Premium Cemetery Bonds

Bonds

29-Feb-24 85707.44 64455.75 19503.37 6088.89 10000.00 15000.00 200755.45

Cemetery 2260.00

Double Taxation 12590.25

SCYSA Rent 110.00

Allotment Rent 20.00

Interest 253.43 134.86

12720.25 253.43 134.86 2260.00 0.00 0.00 15368.54

Neighbourhood Planning 5514.66

Parish Clerk 732.13

St Marys Church 700.00

Office Expenses 200.00

Website Hosting 170.00

Cemetery - Grave Digger 100.00

River Foss Society Subscription 33.00

Cemetery - Water Rates 16.85

Mobile Phone 15.48

Total Charges 5.00 5.80

7370.27 0.00 0.00 122.65 0.00 0.00 7492.92

31-Mar-24 91057.42 64709.18 19638.23 8226.24 10000.00 15000.00 208631.07

STRENSALL WITH TOWTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL

Meeting Financial Report - Tuesday 09 April 2024
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20 DECEMBER 2023

L02-23 | POWER TO FUND WORKS TO PROPERTY RELATING
TO AFFAIRS OF THE CHURCH OR HELD FOR AN
ECCLESIASTICAL CHARITY (ENGLAND ONLY)

Introduction

On 26 October 2023, the Levelling-up and Regeneration Act (the 2023 Act)
received Royal Assent. Section 82 of the 2023 Act amends the Local Government
Act 1894 (the 1894 Act) by inserting a new section 19A into the 1894 Act. Section
19A comes into force on 26 December 2023. The Appendix at the end of this
briefing contains the wording of section 19A.

The government’s view is that its amendment in the form of section 19A clarifies
that the 1894 Act does not affect the discretionary powers of parish councils in
England to fund church repairs or improvements or property held for an
ecclesiastical charity. NALC recommends that its members adopt the
government’s view when they receive requests for funding. This means that
councils can use their discretionary powers to fund such property, including that
of other Christian denominations and non-Christian faiths. It applies in the case of:
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« Specific powers to fund works - for example, repairs to clocks fixed to
church property (section 2 of the Parish Councils Act 1957) and the
maintenance of open churchyards (section 214 of the Local Government
Act 1972 (the 1972 Act)).

« General powers to fund works where works are not covered by a specific
power - section 137 of the 1972 Act and the general power of competence
can also be used by councils to fund requests for works not covered by
specific powers.

What will parish councils need to consider when receiving funding requests?

Councils need to consider requests in respect of church property or property held
for an ecclesiastical charity as they would any other funding request. Funding
powers further to section 19A of the 1894 Act coming into force are discretionary.
Parish councils are not under any additional duties as a result of the 2023 Act and
the insertion of section 19A to the 1894 Act.

The issues that councils would need to consider when seeking to rely on a general
power are set out within our Legal Topic Note 31E. This includes the direct benefit
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of expenditure accruing to a council’s area or residents being commensurate with
the expenditure incurred in respect of section 137.

NALC publications

NALC's view (as set out in Legal Briefing LO1-18 - financial assistance to the
church) was that only explicit local council powers could override the prohibition
in the 1894 Act to fund churches. We will be withdrawing Legal Briefing LO1-18
further to the Government’s amendment as per section 19A coming into force on
26 December 2023. We will also update and reissue Legal Topic Note 31E to
remove references to the prohibition, which will no longer apply when section 19A
comes into force.

Appendix
19A Powers under other enactments

(1) Nothing in this Part affects any powers, duties or liabilities conferred on a
parish council by or under any other enactment (whenever passed or made).

(2) This section does not apply in relation to community councils (see section 179
(4) of the Local Government Act 1972).

© NALC 2023
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